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The Applicability of the Mastery Transcript in College Admissions: Comments on the
Assessment Model of the Mastery Transcript in American Private High Schools
WU Genzhou
(School of Physical Education and Education Science, Nanchang University, Nanchang 330031, China)

Abstract: The core goal of the Mastery Transcript (MT) assessment model launched by the American private high
schools is to evaluate students scientifically. At the same time, it is hoped that college admisson officers might find
it useful during the review porcess, and that it might be well received by public schools as well. However, there is
an fairness issue with the MT assessment model. It is not completely applicable for competitive college admissions.
The traditional high school transcripts and standardized test scores are still the mainstream of American college
admissions.
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An Analysis of Differences between China and the United States in College Admission System
ZHOU Guangli
(School of Education, Renmin University of China, Beijing 100872, China)

Abstract: Examination evaluation has two basic paradigms: scientificness and constructiveness. The new model of
American college admission, with its emphasis on competency assessment, still belongs to the scientific paradigm,
not a subversive change. The American New Model is not appropriate for China because there is a great discrepancy
in the examination and enrollment systems between China and the United States. This difference stems from the
difference in the cognitive style of the college entrance examination. The United States equates the college entrance
examination with intelligence measurement, emphasizing its psychological attributes. China regards the college
entrance examination as the Imperial Examination and emphasizes its sociological attributes. China’ s new college
entrance examination reform must adhere to three principles: first, it is necessary to consider the reform within the
framework of the modernization of social governance; second, the values of fairness and excellence must be adhered
to; third, a loose coupling between the college entrance examination and secondary education must be maintained.

Keywords: college entrance examination reform; college admissions; scientific paradigm; constructive paradigm
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