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Building a System of Higher Education with Chinese Characteristics:
From the Perspective of National Strategy

ZHOU Guangli
(Renmin University of China, Beijing 100872)

Abstract: The higher education system is mainly used to describe all the higher education organizations in a
country. In order to meet the diversified needs of the society, the higher education system must be constantly
divided. The reform of higher education system is subject to the macro system and structure of a country. From a
global perspective, there are two main strategies to promote the modernization of higher education system, one is
national center strategy, the other is market—oriented strategy. The former advocates to give full play to the role of
the state in promoting the modernization of higher education system, while the latter emphasizes to give full play to
the role of the market in the modernization of higher education system. Generally speaking, developing countries
often adopt the national center strategy to promote the modernization of higher education system. The formation of
higher education system with Chinese characteristics is a process of historical evolution. The changing environment
is the driving force for the continuous improvement of higher education system. The construction of higher education
system is affected by the environment and tries to adapt to the needs of the environment. From the perspective of
national strategy, the system of higher education with Chinese characteristics has experienced three development
stages: Industrial higher education system, regional higher education system, and the construction of a new system of
higher education for a modern and powerful country.

Key words: higher education system; national center strategic; market orientation strategic; industry higher

education system; regional higher education system



