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The Integration of a Liberal Arts University: A Case Study
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Abstract; The Chinese University of Hong Kong has a history of nearly 60 years, the
development of which could be divided into four stages, namely, the founding period, the
federalism period, the transformation period, and the integration and innovation period. The
first three stages are about discipline expansion, showing as the increase in the number of
disciplines and extension expansion; the latter stage is about interdisciplinary integration,
demonstrating integration innovation and connotation development of disciplines. Any uni-
versity is the product of heredity and environment, and its comprehensiveness embodies the
dialectics of change and immutability. Its change is reflected in the timely disciplinary and or-
ganizational changes in each economic and social transition period, while its constancy is re-
flected in the adherence to the cultural traditions and internal logic.
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