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Building Universities with World-Class Engineering Disciplines in
China: Strategies and Challenges

Zhou Guangli P1

Abstract: As engineering disciplines are playing a very important role in economic development building universities with world-class
engineering disciplines has become the top priority of China’ s recent “Double First Class” initiative which aims to build a number of
world class universities and disciplines in China by the end of 2050. To build universities with world—lass engineering disciplines in Chi—
na we can adopt the following five strategies namely strengthening our distinctive competence promoting the cultivation of engineering
talent building a strong academic team enhancing our innovative capacity and encouraging institutional innovation. At the same time we
also need to tackle four challenges concerning team building curriculum development financial support and performance evaluation.

Key words: the “Double First Class” Initiative; first-class engineering disciplines; top-ranking science and engineering universities in

China; vision

Where should Admission without Examination Applicants Go? An Analysis of
Postgraduate Enrollment in China from the Perspective of
Academic Heterogeneity

Zhang Xufei Lu Xiaodong P26

Abstract: Recommended candidates exempted from entrance exam form an important part of postgraduate applicants in China. Where
should they go stay in the same university or apply for another one? Based on the data of 2495 academicians we find that only
19.10% of those academicians received their undergraduate and postgraduate education in the same university; in other words 80. 9%
of them experienced inter-institutional mobility. Therefore we can draw a preliminary conclusion that academic heterogeneity is condu—
cive to cultivating top-notch innovative talent and will help us fulfill our target of building world-class universities and first-class disci-
plines in China. In line with our findings we suggest that higher education institutions should encourage their graduates to apply for
further study in a different university rather than keep them in the same university for their postgraduate education. So-called “Inte—
grated Postgraduate Programs” where students are allowed to complete their postgraduate study in the same universities they get their
bachelor’ s degrees in fact are not a well-proven and effective way of cultivating innovative talent.

Key words: first—class undergraduate education; top-notch innovative talent; Integrated Postgraduate Programs; academic heterogenei—

ty; inter-institutional mobility



